
April SOON
Convention Pre-
Registration opens and
Vice President Elections
open.

April 15
Young Band Director
Grants Due

April 25-27
MSHSAA State Solo and
Ensemble Festival

June 16-19, 2024
MBA Summer Convention

I M P O R T A N T  D A T E S

A P R I L  8 ,  2 0 2 4 V O L .  1 0

BUILDING BETTER BANDS
Missouri Bandmasters Association

A  L O O K  I N T O  H I S T O R Y
M B A  P O D I U M  M A S T E R S :  S T E V E  L I T W I L L E R

L I S T E N  T O  T H E  I N T E R V I E W  W I T H  H I S T O R I A N  A N N  G O O D W I N - C L A R K

MBA Summer Convention SESSIONS
Assessment

Tim Hendrix, Director of Bands Bentonville High School: “1%
Better - Creating Small Habits for Big Results”

Literature Selection
Dr. Emily Threinen, University of Minnesota Director of
Bands: “We Are What We Play: Developing a Programming
Philosophy”
Alfred Watkins: Retired Director of Bands Lassiter High
School: “Programming Music of Under Represented”

Music Education Practice
Eric Jimenez, Conn Selmer Educational Representative: “From
Getting Kicked Out of a Band Hall to Running One: How to
Keep Kids Like Me in the Profession” 
Alfred Watkins: “Non-Negotiables in the Band Rehearsal”
Dr. Steve Maxwell, Tuba Professor at Kansas State University:
“Changing the Back Row Mindset: How to get our low brass
players to be leaders of the band”
Chris Miertschin, Director of Bands at Bethel College:
“Doubling as a Brass Player - How to Juggle Brass like a
Woodwind Player” 
Dr. Emily Threinen, University of Minnesota Director of
Bands:  “V. I. P. Values, Integrity, and Passion”

Instrument Specific Clinics
Chris Miertschin, Director of Bands at Bethel College:  "Mello-
What? The Band Director's Survival Guide for Marching
Horns"
Dr. Susan Maxwell, Bassoon Professor at Kansas State
University: “Bassoon 101” AND “Making the Switch to Tuba and
Bassoon”
Clarence Smith, MOAJE President: “Drumset 101”

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sBQHhxeJapc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EoBS5KDoYFg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sBQHhxeJapc


A P R I L  8 ,  2 0 2 4 V O L .  1 0

MBA OFFICERS
President   Brad Hudson 
President-Elect   Sarah Sacco
Past  President   Kenny Hansen  
Board Member Paul  Fl iege  
Secretary/Treasurer  Kurt  Bauche  
Membership  Doug Hoover  

https: / /www.missouribandmasters .org/

J O I N  M B A !
C o l l e g i a t e  M e m b e r :  $ 0
F i r s t  Y e a r  T e a c h e r :  $ 0

A c t i v e  M e m b e r :  $ 5 0
R e t i r e d  M e m b e r :  $ 4 0

C l i c k  h e r e  t o  j o i n

MBA Convention Sponsors
T h e r e  i s  s t i l l  t i m e  f o r  y o u  t o  b e  a  s p o n s o r  f o r
t h e  2 0 2 4  5 5 t h  A n n u a l  S u m m e r  C o n v e n t i o n .  S i g n
u p  H E R E .

O u r  s u m m e r  c o n v e n t i o n  w o u l d  n o t  b e  p o s s i b l e
w i t h o u t  t h e  s u p p o r t  o f  o u r  s p o n s o r s .  T h a n k  y o u
f o r  p a r t n e r i n g  w i t h  u s  t o  b u i l d  b e t t e r  b a n d s .
C h e c k  o u t  t h i s  S P O N S O R S H I P  F O R M  t o  l e a r n
m o r e  a b o u t  s p o n s o r s h i p  l e v e l s  a n d  e x h i b i t o r
o p t i o n s .   

Summer Convention Information
T h e  s u m m e r  c o n v e n t i o n  w i l l  b e  h e l d  a t  t h e
M a r g a r i t a v i l l e  R e s o r t  i n  O s a g e  B e a c h .  S t a r t
y o u r  P r o f e s s i o n a l  D e v e l o p m e n t  R e q u e s t s
N O W !  D a i l y  B r e a k f a s t ,  t w o  d i n n e r s ,
c o n v e n t i o n  f i n a l e  b r u n c h ,  a n d  e v e n i n g
r e c e p t i o n s  a r e  i n c l u d e d .  

P R E - R E G I S T R A T I O N  ( A p r i l  1 - J u n e  1 ,  2 0 2 4 )
A c t i v e  $ 1 0 0
R e t i r e d  $ 6 0
F i r s t  Y e a r  $ 5 0
C o l l e g i a t e  $ 2 5
G u e s t  R o o m  R a t e  $ 1 4 9
E x h i b i t o r / S u s t a i n i n g  M e m b e r  $ 1 5 0

 

A r e  y o u  i n  y o u r  f i r s t
t h r o u g h  t h i r d  y e a r ?

C l i c k  H E R E  t o  a p p l y  f o r
t h e  Y o u n g  B a n d
D i r e c t o r  G r a n t .

Recruitment and Retention
Eric Jimenez, Conn Selmer Educational
Representative: How to Recruit, Retain, &
Motivate Your Title I Students”

Reading Sessions (bring your horn)
Dr. David Wacyk, University of Missouri St. Louis:
New Concert Band Music Reading Session
Joseph Earp, Flex Band Composer: “No Gimmicks,
Just Music: A Band Director’s Guide to Making
Music with Limited Instrumentation” (FLEX BAND
READING SESSION: Bring a secondary
instrument)

MBA Summer Convention 
SESSIONS continued

Teac
hers

New
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